These are challenging economic times, and yet progress continues. If we take
time to look, we will see opportunities instead of obstacles and good news instead
of bad. Indeed, there are many positive changes taking place right here in our
community.

Since 2006, more investments were made or planned in downtown properties
than in the last three decades combined. For example, 52 businesses opened
in downtown including Lemongrass: a thai bistro, and Quantum Dynamics, a
federal contracting company. Also, Capital City Bank chose to build its $4.5
million Macon main branch in downtown. At the same time, developers are seek-
ing financing for more than 150 residential units - including 43 new townhouses
oh New Street, apartments along Cherry Street in the block next to Market City
Café, and in the Silvers and Dannenberg buildings adjacent to the new parking
facility — and the new $30 million Marriott City Center Hotel opened. These
projects represent over $55 million in investments and signal that the community
embraces downtown as the center of economic and social activity for our com-
munity.

With the current economic situation we also have a unigue window of opportunity
upon which to capitalize for downtown’s benefit. Downtowns, like Macon, are
poised to attract the small businesses that survive as strip malls atrophy. Ana-
lysts predict that the downtowns which embody a unique sense of place, create

. walk-able environments and focus on adding residents will see a significant re-

turn on those investments. NewTown Macon is committed to helping our center
city seize this rare opportunity, and this report is a snapshot of our progress in
our three focus areas — Growing Jobs, Increasing Residents and Creating a Sense
of Place.

Thank you for believing as I do that restoring our downtown as the center of eco-

nomic, cultural and social activity is one of the most important investments any
of us can make in the future of our community. NewTown Macon is gratefuf to
our investors and the many committed downtown stakeholders who are seeing the

rtunity and are working tﬂﬁﬁrﬁ n’gﬂe a place which we - and genera-
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__ NewTown Macon is...

Creating a
_Sense of Place

Goals:

Exlend Ocmulgee Heritage
Trail to 15 miles.

Pregram 180-acre Amerson
Water Works Park for public
use.

On the Horizon:

= More events downtown: NewTown
GetDown, Tailgate Parties, and
enhianced First Fridays

*  Facade Souad completes Thorpes'
building

= Construction of Levee trall

* Construction of Cis Loop and Walnut
Creel trails

—

*  Construction of Riverside Cemetery
trall

*  Improvements to Cherry Street Lane
from Third Street to Second Street

*  Improvements to Mulberry Street
Lane

Did you know?
First Friday, presented
by Rohins Federal Credit

Unian, was voted the Best
Entertainment for Adults by
Telegraph readers.

_ Board of Directors
July 2009
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-] NEWTOWN MACON
] < 479 Cherry St., Macon, GA 31201
3 478-7122-9950%
NewTownMacon,com
OcmulgeeHeritageTrail.com
LiveDowntownMacon.com
ThelmpulseCard.com
CityWatchMacon.com
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DowntownMwonis the place to play. In fact, more than 6,000 people are following downtown

Printing Compliments of Alphagraphics.

events through NewTown’s weekly event blast. From art exhibits, to concerts, to live theatre and an
open-gir market, there is something downtown for all ages and interests.
Don't forget your Impulse Card (www.ThelmpulseCard.com) when shop-
ping, dining or playing downtown — lots of new merchants and specials have
been added this year!

The Ocmulgee Heritage Trail continues to be a popular place for
Maconites to recreate. In fact, since the opening in the summer of 2008,
more than 10,000 visitors have enjoyed the new walking trails, canoe launch, ‘
handicapped-accessible playground, picnic pevilion and natural beauty of Am- et Hila
erson Water Works Park, which will eventually connect to the rest of the Trail. | e
This year we also launched an outdoor education program at the park for 500
students in partnership with Bibb County Public Schools and Mount de Sales
Academy. Two new sections of the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail — in Riverside
Cemetery and along Riverside Drive - continue through the G-DOT approval
process with clearing beginning on the Walnut Creek section along the East
side of the river into the Ocmulgee National Monument.

Friends of the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail (FOOT) is growing with
350 members. FOOT helped to launch & tree renewal program and spon-
sored successful events this year including Moondance and Go Green! Re-
gatta and Riverwalk Festival.

This year NewTown proudly accepted the 2009 Preservation Award
from the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation for our Historic Marker pro-
gram. New bronze plaques will be added to nine other historic buildings in
downtown.
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