/ NEWTOWN MACON

..GROWING [OBS, INCREASING RUESIDENTS AND CREATING A SENSL OF PLACL.

Recently, NewTown Macon invited Maconites, both past and present, to redis-
cover the wonders and progress of Macon and renew commitments to our great
city. In the weekend we called Macon Reunion 2010, guests experienced the
beauty, charm, talent, history and promise of our city, and many left proud to
call Macon home and inspired to help the city fully realize its potential. We
heard comments like “‘For the first time in many years, I felt like a Maconite
again!” and [ have fallen in love with Macon.”

We all need to fall in love with Macon and believe that no other city has greater
promise for making Georgia a premiere place to live. Macon has many gifts
— its location at the center of the state, beautiful historic architecture, a rich
musical heritage and excellent higher education opportunities to name a few.
We also have an intact downtown that is progressing toward a thriving, modern
urban center - a place where people want to live, to open businesses, to shop, to
dine and to just have fun.

NewTown Macon is working to add businesses and residences while enhancing
our city’s unique sense of place. Much of the progress in downtown in the last
10 years is a direct result of NewTown Macon’s efforts, and this report is a
snapshot of recent progress in our three focus areas: Growing Jobs, Increasing
Residents and Creating a Sense of Place. Despite an economic recession, 14
businesses opened downtown, the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail expanded and new
events and initiatives were successfully launched. None of this progress would ES=
have been possible without the generous support of our donors and the commit- E
= ment of our many partners. We are grateful for your gifts to NewTown and |1

your service to this community.

Certainly, there is more work that needs to be done. We need your experience,
enthusiasm and support if we are to fully realize Macon’s potential as a great
destination and a desirable place in which to live, work, study and play.

/////ﬂ

William D. Underwood
Chairman
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FALLING IN Love WiTH MACON...
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_NewTown Macon is...

Creating a
Sense of Place

Goals:

Extend Qcmulgee Heritage
Trail to 15 miles.

Program 180-acre Amerson
Water Waorks Park for public
use.

On the Horizon:
= Trail extension along Riverside Drive
from MLK to New Street

= Construction of Otis loop and Walnut
Creek trails

*  Caonstruction of Riverside Cemetery
trail

= Improvements to Cherry Street Lane
from Third Street to Second Street

= Improvements to Mulberry Street
Lane including outdoor entertainment
area

= Second Street Master Plan

_ Board of Directors

<. NEWTOWN MACON

“ 479 Cherry St., Macon, GA 31201
478-722-9909

NewTownMacon,com
OcmulgeeHeritageTrail.com
MaconFridayFest.cotm
LiveDowntownMacon.com
ThelmpulseCard.com

DowntownMaconis the place to play, and this year there are more reasons than ever to play in

downtown. We launched the very successful Cherry Blossom Ball Drop event to ring in the New
Year. The only New Year's Eve ball drop outside of Atlanta, our ball of pink-lit cherry blossoms is
uniquely Macon. A crowd of over 3,000 celebrated the last day of 2009, and this year’s event, which
will be managed by the Cherry Blossom Festival, is expected to be even bigger and better. Downtown
Macon is the place to be for New Year’s Eve!

Downtown is also the place to be every Friday. City Council voted to expand First Friday,
which was chosen as the Best Entertainment for Adults in Middle Georgia in 2009, to every Friday.
Renamed Friday Fest and presented by Robins Federal Credit Union, the event features wine tastings,
children’s activities, artists painting in their studios, gallery openings, poetry readings, live music,
special movies, discounts and great food — all in downtown. Each Friday there is live entertainment
in Third Street Park between the hours of 5 pm and 10 pm. If you can’t wait for Friday, then get
downtown every third Thursday for the NewTown GetDown, presented this past year by Capital City
Bank. The rolling happy hour is a great oppottunity to visit unique downtown venues and network
with colleagues.

Visitors to downtown are now greeted by new signage at MLK and Riverside Drive thanks
to a grant from Central Georgia Health Network. Sporting the new brand for downtown that will
be carried through directional signage and banners, the entranceway highlights the historic trestle,
which can eventually become a unique special event space. In further beautification of downtown, we
began a graffiti removal program with a grant from the Community Foundation of Central Georgia
and help from Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful and Fagade Squad. Anyone needing graffiti removed
from their downtown buildings can contact NewTown’s office.

The Ocmulgee Heritage Trail is growing again. The newest extension, the Levee Trail,
which is a crusher run surface along the top of the levee at Central City Park, provides a beautiful
almost 1-mile walk with views of the Ocmulgee National Monument. Additional extensions are
underway along Riverside Drive. Also, the education program at Amerson Water Works Park was
expanded this year to serve all Bibb County seventh graders with funding from the Dororthy V. & N.
Logan Lewis Foundation.
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