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BOARD OF DIRECTORS NEWTOWN STAFF

To attract, leverage, and invest in self-sustaining 
transformation.

A vibrant and authentic city experience 
unparalleled in the South.

OUR
MISSION

OUR
VISION

Downtown Macon is hot – it’s teeming with talented, creative, and entrepreneurial 
people, young and old – people living, working, investing, praying, and playing downtown.  
Our downtown residential lofts are bursting at the seams. A beautiful new downtown 
hotel (Hotel Forty Five) opened in December, and a boutique hotel opened this summer 
(The Woodward). More are on the way. Exciting new businesses continue popping up 
on our downtown streets, including the spectacular Macon Rocks Climbing Gym. The 
legendary Capricorn Sound Studios are buzzing with activity as they reignite the famed 
Macon music scene.

People want to be part of what’s happening here – talented young people, determined 
to build a better future for themselves, their families, and this community. Artists, 
entrepreneurs, and preservationists are combining forces to revive Macon. Organizations 
across our community are collaborating to make the city more vibrant and competitive. 
Key to this endeavor has been empowering new, young leaders to bring fresh ideas and 
energy to the cause.  

It’s happening because of the extraordinary and innovative leadership of NewTown 
Macon. We’ve developed new and exciting tools to fuel further downtown revitalization, 
including the Godsey Initiatives Fund, to empower new entrepreneurs. NewTown has 
also successfully launched Middle Georgia’s first certified Community Development 
Financial Institution, further increasing our capacity to provide our residents with the 
education and financing they need to make successful investments in local businesses and 
real estate projects. The CDFI designation broadly expands our ability to be a one-stop 
shop for customized technical assistance and lending capital with a focus on people of 
color and women.

Much work remains, but I have never felt more optimistic about the future of Macon’s 
urban core. National publications are today describing Macon as “actually cool,” “one of 
the South’s best-kept secrets,” and the place “for music lovers.” We need your continued 
engagement with downtown. We need your investment in our work and community. We 
need your support.
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STRATEGIC PLAN 
2017-2022

F I N A L  R E P O R T

80%

$8.1M

GROWING JOBS

storefront occupancy in 
target blocks

OCMULGEE
HERITAGE TRAIL

SUSTAINING GROWTH

ADVOCATING FOR PROGRESS 

80%
80% of strategic plan has been completed

20 tasks completed
3 partially completed  
2 not completed 

NEXT STAGE: Bike lanes connecting neighborhoods 
to downtown/OHT,  sustain programming, 

add 1 to 2 more connections

 leveraged into start-ups

 $5M   GOAL: STATUS:   Succeeded

CREATING  A  SENSE OF  PLACE

203 pieces of moveable 
furniture

75 events in 
downtown parks

Activate public spaceGOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

678

90%

INCREASING  
RESIDENTS

lofts in downtown

loft occupancy

A A A
A A
A A
A A A

1000 loftsGOAL: STATUS: Incomplete

Achieve and sustain 85% loft occupancyGOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

3 Poplar Street median 
parks renovated

Implement “Poplar Yards”
concept from MAP

GOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

1 BID 
implemented

Implement & manage a 
Business Improvement District

GOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

2 connections 
complete

new signs8
Increase visibility of OHTGOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

Connect OHT to downtownGOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

1 National Historical 
Park designation

Support the Ocmulgee National 
Park & Preserve Initiative

GOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

540 parking meters
 installed 

Implement a parking management systemGOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

3 new bike lanes 
installed downtown

Increase bicycle access GOAL:

STATUS: Partial Success 

NATIONAL 
HISTORICAL

PARK 

$11.5M

$9.5M 
pledges and 
assets in Godsey 
Initiatives Fund 

in Program Related 
Investments$13M

Raise $10M for Godsey Initiatives Fund GOAL:

STATUS: Partial Success 

$10M in Program Related InvestmentsGOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded
Raise $6.5M to 
complete capital campaign 

GOAL:

STATUS: Succeeded

Fo r  a  f u l l  r e p o r t  o n  o u r  2 0 1 7 - 2 02 2  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  
p l e a s e  v i s i t  n e w t o w n m a c o n . c o m / s t r a t e g i c - p l a n
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Since 1996, NewTown has taken on seemingly impossible challenges. Chief among these are revitalizing 
a downtown that was “dead” and developing a system of trails and parks along a neglected and 
abandoned river. NewTown has made significant strides in tackling these challenges and continues to 
evolve to solve new community problems. Between 2017 and 2022, the last strategic plan cycle, 
NewTown substantially completed strategic plan goals while growing to seize new opportunities. 

Every five years, NewTown develops a new strategic action plan and proposes a set of goals to our public and private 
partners. NewTown’s partners make commitments to help us accomplish those goals, many times in the form of a 
commitment to donate a set amount each year over the five years of the capital campaign. NewTown’s most recent 
capital campaign matured in 2022, requiring the organization to develop a new strategic plan to inspire a new five-year 
campaign. 

To accomplish this task, NewTown Macon’s Board of Directors formulated a new strategic action plan to launch on  
July 1, 2022 to guide NewTown’s efforts through June 30, 2027. This plan projects the most ambitious vision for 
downtown Macon over the next five years, matching strategies to resources to ensure that downtown revitalization 
continues to accelerate.

The goals below are a snapshot of all that NewTown plans to accomplish in the next five years. To view NewTown’s 
complete strategic plan for 2022 through 2027, visit newtownmacon.com/strategic-plan. 

 INCREASING
RESIDENTS 

CREATING A 
SENSE 

OF PLACE

90% occupancy in 
target blocks

30%
of downtown 
businesses 
black-owned

$2.5M $20M
closed in small business loans

20 renting
entrepreneurs 
converted to 
real estate 
owners 

200
new hotel rooms

2
miles of trail connecting 
Riverside Cemetery to 

Amerson River Park

304
parcels added to 

the BID

closed in real 
estate loans 

600
new lofts

85%
loft occupancy

$15M 1st

$15M

loan capital raised 
National Park

 in Georgia

raised in 
Capital Campaign 

100

20

NewTown 
residential units 

square blocks 
increased service 

area

  SUSTAINING
    GROWTH

GROWING 
JOBS

STRATEGIC PLAN
2022-2027

ADVOCATING 
FOR PROGRESS
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STRATEGIC PLAN
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Downtown Macon has reached a turning point. Our tree-
lined streets are full and active with locals and tourists 
visiting shops and restaurants in rehabilitated buildings. 
Over a thousand residents occupy the upper floors of 
those buildings and loft occupancy has hit a record 97%. 
Critical connectors along the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail 
are starting to link downtown to historic neighborhoods, 
making our scenic trail system accessible to residents 
throughout the urban core. Downtown now boasts a 
94-room boutique hotel in the heart of the Central 
Business District, something downtown has not enjoyed 
in over a decade. The opportunities to live, work, and play 
downtown are better than ever before. 

In the past five years, we completed 80% of our strategic 
plan and added new tools to our revitalization toolkit. 
NewTown successfully instituted downtown’s first Business 
Improvement District, absorbed Macon’s Main Street 
program, and became Central Georgia’s first designated 
Community Development Financial Institution. These 
new programs, paired with our established success, 
position NewTown to be the most effective downtown 
revitalization and economic development organization in 
the country. NewTown’s expertise and resources provide a 
comprehensive approach to downtown revitalization that 
results in transformative change.

Downtown Macon is vibrant, and our efforts to increase 
storefront and loft occupancy and create a unique 
sense of place have been successful, but our work is not 
complete yet. In our 25th year of revitalizing downtown 
Macon, our focus shifted from generating any activity 
downtown to curating and investing in the right activity 
that will benefit all Maconites and raise the quality of life 
for Macon-Bibb County. We are working to create a more 
equitable, more innovative, more progressive, highly 
localized downtown. Downtown Macon still has its magic 
and grit –the feeling of potential is still palpable. The 
feeling that we can lead the change in our community still 
inspires our citizens to take action and invest in our urban 
core. 

We are embarking on a $15 million campaign that will 
equip NewTown with the resources to create new 
opportunities for local entrepreneurs and real estate 
developers, elevate our public spaces and national 
reputation, and sustain our successful, comprehensive 
approach to community revitalization. With your 
support, we believe that we can be the first downtown 
revitalization success story that focuses on empowering 
our local citizens and ensures we create opportunities for 
their involvement, rather than their displacement. Join us 
today as we propel Macon to new heights and continue 
our business of miracle-making. 

LEVERAGING LOCAL

Contribute to our Leveraging 
Local Capital Campaign today!

   52021/2022 Annual Report
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Renee Tu and Jonathan Williams opened downtown Macon’s first bubble tea cafe 
in the spring of 2022, just in time for the International Cherry Blossom Festival. 
NewTown’s expert understanding of the downtown market, paired with accessible 
financing, inspired the couple to approach NewTown about a loan to help with 
building out their storefront at 359 Third Street and purchasing inventory. 
Jonathan was already familiar with NewTown and its financing and training 
programs, thanks to his participation in our Developer’s Academy. After his wife, 
Renee, successfully tested the boba tea concept at the Mulberry Market in Tattnall 
Square Park, the couple started working with NewTown to bring their start-up 
business to life. Renee and Jonathan brought valuable experience and insight to 
their fledgling business and understood the market potential of their product, 
making them viable borrowers. Hello Boba Cafe has quickly become a downtown 
staple by offering boba tea, lemonades, Asian snacks and regularly hosting anime-
themed events and cosplay nights.

ENTREPRENEUR’S ACADEMY 
AND DOWNTOWN 
DIVERSITY INITIATIVE

Hello Boba Cafe

Longleaf Distillery

66
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NewTown Loans’ signature academies offer 
participants the opportunity to network with 
resource providers and learn best business 
practices with a cohort of like-minded 
entrepreneurs. This year, 12 participants 
graduated from Entrepreneur’s Academy and 
20 participants graduated from the Downtown 
Diversity Initiative.

JOBSGROWING
RENEE TU & JONATHAN WILLIAMS  

HELLO BOBA CAFE

2021 Downtown Diversity Initiative Winners
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In the summer of 2021, NewTown Macon 
received $1 million from Macon-Bibb 
County’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds, which was matched by the  
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, 
to establish a residential loan product 
that helps Macon-Bibb residents purchase, 
refinance, or rehabilitate properties to 
develop income-producing rental units. 
This new loan product helps residents 
invest successfully in real estate, build 
long-term wealth and produce rental 
housing at or below market rates, which 
ultimately contributes to building resilient 
and beautiful neighborhoods. 

Melanie Vaughn, a retired nurse, secured 
this new loan product to refinance the 
existing debt on her historic multi-family 
property. NewTown’s team worked with 
Melanie to secure financing and consulted 
with her on pricing rental rates, marketing 
her rental units available to lease, and 
implementing property management best 
practices. Melanie’s loan, paired with 
NewTown’s coaching services, will help 
her build more equity in her property and 
ensure she can maintain her iconic historic 
structure on College Street for years to 
come.

468 Second Street 
MacTown Properties, LLC

664 Second Street 
DDT Investments, LLC

551 Cherry Street  
551 Cherry Street Place, 
LLC

926 Walnut Street  
Haynes Property 
Investments, LLC

766 Baconsfield Drive 
Baconsfield Apartments, 
Inc

582 Mulberry Street 
Macon HD 1, LLC

567 Cherry Street 
567 Cherry, LLC 

Vaughn House, LLC
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DEVELOPER’S ACADEMY

NewTown offered its seventh Developer’s 
Academy in the fall of 2021. Fifteen graduates 
studied the downtown Macon real estate market, 
the nuances of developing historic properties, and 
financial incentives. All graduates leave the course 
with a proforma for a transformative real estate 
project. 

RESIDENTS

INCREASING

MELANIE VAUGHN

2021 Developer’s Academy Winner
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Richard Bingaman started in January of 2019 and has 
served as the Business Improvement District’s first, 
and only, Operations Manager for the past three years. 
His consistent presence is one of the reasons the BID 
has been successful in keeping downtown clean and 
safe. Each day, Richard works with his team to monitor 
downtown, answer requests by property and business 
owners, pressure wash sidewalks, and complete special 
projects. Walking the streets everyday has provided 

Richard the opportunity to get to know business 
owners and downtown residents and hearing their 
satisfaction with the BID is one of the most rewarding 
parts of his job. The renewed sense of collaboration 
among county partners, the BID, and NewTown show 
that the efforts of the BID are working and the entire 
community is invested in building a better downtown 
for all Maconites.

FIVE YEARS OF THE BID

Thanks to the support of property owners in downtown Macon, the Business 
Improvement District was established in 2017. In five short years, the BID has 
made a significant impact in downtown Macon. Our streets are cleaner, our 
medians are more beautiful, and our hospitality is improved by friendly BID 
ambassadors. Since the BID’s inception, property values have increased by 
83% within the district’s footprint thanks to the board’s stewardship of its 
financial resources to improve downtown through beautification projects and 
investments in safety and security. The BID is a critical and necessary resource 
for downtown Macon’s continued growth. The BID board of directors thanks 
the property owners who support the district. 

BID BY THE NUMBERS*

*Based on July 2021–June 2022

670  

hours spent on 
special projects

145
graffiti pieces 

removed

151
hours of  

power washing

4,232 
trash bags disposed

1,206
hospitality assistance 

interactions

8

CREATING A SENSE
OF PLACE

I have always been about creating better places and things. I wanted to 
help make downtown cleaner and safer for people to enjoy, for myself and 

friends, and the people I know.RICHARD BINGAMAN

Tom Wight, Chair

Jean Bragg, Vice Chair

Larry Brumley

Wes Griffith

Mayor Lester Miller

Bryan Nichols

Quinn Rolfes B
ID

 B
O

A
R

D
 

M
E

M
B

E
R

S



Hotel Forty Five is now open for business. IDP 
Properties completed the 94-room boutique hotel in 
2022, resulting in a $39 million investment, which is the 
single largest investment in downtown Macon in the 
past 10 years. Hotel Forty Five created 73 new jobs to 
run hotel operations, a fine dining restaurant, a rooftop 
bar, and a coffee and wine bar. This project represents 
a turning point for downtown Macon – the experience 
cultivated by locals is garnering attention from tourists 
who are ready to book hotels in Macon’s walkable 
Central Business District. NewTown awarded its largest 
loan to date to the project to spur hotel development 
and revive an iconic structure in downtown Macon. 

Have you followed downtown Macon on Facebook, 
Instagram, or TikTok? If not, you’re missing out! 
NewTown Macon established separate accounts to 
better promote downtown Macon as a destination. 
Our organization strives to create a vibrant and 
authentic city experience unparalleled in the South and 
our communication efforts needed to better reflect 
that everyday experience. These accounts allow us 
to highlight downtown’s businesses, nightlife, family-
friendly events, and public spaces in their own special 
space so that we can tell the story of downtown 
Macon and its people. Our efforts have already been so 
successful that downtown Macon was named as one of 
the top destinations for TikTok users in March 2022!

HOTEL FORTY FIVE GET SOCIAL WITH DOWNTOWN MACON! 
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Searching for an Instagram-worthy spot downtown? Check out the refresh 
on the Macon letters, journey through the Bright City alley, or look for selfie 
spot stickers throughout downtown Macon. Your followers will thank you.

 @DowntownMacon  @downtownmaconga  @downtownmacon CONNECT WITH US
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HERITAGE TRAIL

OCMULGEE

10

Juanita Jordan asked Chris Sheridan to lead the development of the Ocmulgee 
Heritage Trail during the early days of NewTown Macon. Chris has served as 
the chair of the committee since the trail’s inception and has been instrumental 
in shaping and developing the trail into a beloved community asset that is 
accessible to the entire community. Without Chris’ vision and tenacity, the 
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail likely would not exist today. The original master plan 
placed the trail on the west side of the Ocmulgee River, a plan that was not 
feasible due to the railroad right of way. Chris spearheaded the revisioning of 
the trail and advocated for its move to the east side of the river, a move that 
made construction of the trail possible. Chris’ construction experience and focus 
on the master plan has resulted in 13 miles of trail and plans for a network that 
will connect neighborhoods from Amerson River Park to downtown Macon.

CHRIS SHERIDAN

Gateway Park 

Rose Hill Extension 

Jackson Springs Park 

Extension 

Camellia Trail 

Renovations U
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The real benefit of this 
Trail is for the soul of this 

community.

10

AMERSON NORTH EXTENSION 
The Ocmulgee Heritage Trail in Amerson River Park has been extended thanks 
to a public-private partnership between Macon-Bibb County and NewTown 
Macon. In the spring of 2022, the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail committee 
completed a quarter-mile section of trail that connects the Jay Hall North 
River Access to the overlook. The North Amerson Extension creates a 
continuous paved path that floaters, kayakers, and canoers can use after 
completing a float or ride on the Ocmulgee River. Additionally, it expands the 
trail network for cyclists and pedestrians to enjoy. The Leadership Macon Class 
of 2016 enhanced this section of trail by building an overlook with a view of 
the river, complete with benches made from recycled stone and a slide. The 
Leadership Macon overlook provides a playful respite for park-goers using the 
trail and another way to enjoy the natural beauty of the Ocmulgee River.
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* Fiscal year 2021/2022

$567K
loaned to downtown 

businesses*

$7M 
invested in Program 

Related Investments (PRIs) 
since 2018

$3.6M
loaned to real estate 

development*

$23.4M 
loaned since the inception 

of NewTown’s loans 
program in 2012

SUSTAINING

GROWTH
WILLIAM DANTZLER AND WILLIAM RUTLEDGE

FRESH PRODUCE RECORDS
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461 THIRD STREET
NewTown Macon completed the rehabilitation of 461 
Third Street, one of its most ambitious projects to 
date, in the spring of 2022. Decades of neglect led to 
the collapse of all the interior floors into the basement, 
leaving only the shell of exterior brick walls. Today, 
the project features nine lofts, known as the Lofts at 
Willingham. NewTown Macon also moved its co-
working space from its headquarters on Poplar Street 
to the storefront of the building to make room for 
NewTown’s growing staff. 

NewTown entered into a joint venture with the Peyton 
Anderson Foundation to complete this preservation 
project. The extensive reconstruction of interior floors 
and walls made this project inherently risky for a 
developer but with the Peyton Anderson Foundation’s 
support, NewTown could absorb the risk to restore this 
building to its highest and best use. 

Downtown Macon has become a vibrant destination, 
and outside developers are starting to take notice of 
downtown’s investment potential. To ensure locally 
owned and family-operated businesses are not displaced 
by the success of our revitalization efforts, NewTown 
is working to convert renting entrepreneurs into real 
estate owners. In the past year, we financed four loans 
to advance our goal of moving renters into ownership 
positions. One of those loans helped Fresh Produce 
Records purchase a commercial condominium and move 
from their MLK Jr. Blvd. storefront into the heart of 
downtown on Cherry Street. 

William Dantzler and William Rutledge, co-owners of 
Fresh Produce Records, began selling vintage vinyl before 
it was cool. Their consistent presence on MLK welcomed 
music lovers making pilgrimages to Macon and locals 
alike, helping them build a loyal following before they 
started to sell their inventory online. Capitalizing on 
the growing demand for vinyl, they needed more space 
for their exploding inventory. Fresh Produce worked 
with NewTown Loans to find a new location, sharpen 
their business accounting skills, and purchase their first 
property.  The business is benefiting from their central 
location and larger storefront, and, as owners of their 
storefront, they know they will have a presence on Cherry 
Street for a long time to come.
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FINANCIALS

43%

INCOME SOURCES NET ASSETS

Contributions
Investment Income
Membership Dues
Rental Income
In-Kind Contributions
Financing Revenue
Other

Creating a Sense of Place
Growing Jobs & Increasing Residents
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail
Support Services
CDFI
Financing Expenses

Unrestricted
Temporarily Restricted
Permanently Restricted

TOTAL: $ 9,120,562 TOTAL: $3,807,253 TOTAL: $19,543,314   

3 WAYS TO SUPPORT NEWTOWN

SHOP LOCAL
Support our loan recipients and 

downtown businesses. When 
you shop locally at downtown 

businesses, you’re investing in your 
fellow community members.

GEORGIA GIVES DAY
Save the date for Georgia Gives Day 
on Giving Tuesday! Make a donation 

on November 29 to NewTown to 
help support our operations. No gift 

is too small (or big!).

PLEDGE
Our Capital Campaign fuels our 
work. By making an unrestricted 

pledge, you are investing in 
NewTown’s daily operations to 

fulfill our mission and realize our 
vision.

%

RESOURCE ALLOCATION

7.1%
1.3%

.6%

1.3%

16.9%

83.8% 6.4%

8.7%

15.1%

15.5%

31.9%

22.5%

75.9%

16.5%
7.7%

 

 

-11%
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Anonymous Fund of the Community Foundation of 
Central Georgia

Community Foundation of Central Georgia
Georgia Pine Level Foundation
Georgia Power Foundation
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Macon-Bibb County
Anonymous 
Peyton Anderson Foundation
Phil J. & Alice S. Sheridan Foundation
Truist Foundation
Visit Macon, Inc.

 GIFTS OF MORE THAN $50,000 

 $10,000-$49,000 

All-State Electrical
Atrium Health Navicent
Bob Lewis
Cadence Bank
Cox Communications
E.J. Grassmann Trust
Gateway 75 LLC
Georgia Power
James Hyde Porter 

Charitable Trust
Josephine Phelps Fabian 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Central 
Georgia

Knight Foundation Fund of 
Community Foundation 
of Central Georgia

Macon Water Authority
Northway Church of 

Macon
Robins Financial Credit 

Union

$1000-$9999 

Adams, Jordan & 
Herrington P.C

Bibb Home Improvement
Bill Causey
Brew Found, Inc
Burgess Pigment Company
Charles E. Roberts, Jr. 

Fund of Community 
Foundation of Central 
Georgia

Drs. Michael and Bridget 
Wright

First Presbyterian Day 
School

Geico Philanthropic 
Foundation

GHC Mechanical, Inc.
Greater Macon Chamber of 

Commerce

Griffith Fund of the 
Community Foundation 
of Central Georgia

James-Bates-Brannan-
Groover, LLP

Jeanne and Eric 
Roddenberry

Meaghan and Josh Rogers
Metro Power
Michael O’Neill
Middle Georgia State 

University
Mount de Sales Academy
One South Bank
Phillips Chiropractic
Sierra Development Group
Solomon, Deaton & Buice 

Insurance, LLC
South State Bank
Stephen A. Reichert Fund 

of the Community 
Foundation of Central 
Georgia

Synovus Bank
Thad E. Murphey Family 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Central 
Georgia

Vein Specialists of the 
South, LLC

 $500-$999 

April Hornsby
Bruce Riggins
Denise and James Fritze
Mark Thompson
Scott Mitchell and Bill 

Reynolds

 $1-$499 

Alex and Myrtle Habersham
Alice Knierim
Becky and Mark Hopkins
Bethany and Prince Rogers
Bob Brown
Booz Allen Hamilton of 

the Benevity Community 
Impact Fund

Consuela Jackson
Dorothy Ridley
Emily Hopkins
Erin P. Keller
Gail and Bill Fulger
Gail Longshore
Hannah and Jason Pittman
Janis Haley
Jean M. Bragg
Jeffrey Carter
Kaitlynn and Nate Kressin
Kara Keller
Kathleen Hlavaty
Kathryn Gerhardt
Lauren Mauldin
Mary Frances and Jim Burt
Mary Kay and Todd Smith
Nannette and Todd Keller
Ricardo Cordew
Richard and Pam 

Thomasson
Sandra and Hal Baskin
Terri and Scott Seigel
Terry Holland
Tia and George Thomas
Ursula Baylor

 IN-KIND DONATIONS 

13WMAZ 
Blacksmith Shop 
Cox 
Cumulus 
Fall Line Brewing Co. 
Herc Rentals 
Lowe’s 
Macon Magazine
Macon-Middle Georgia 

Black Pages 
Piedmont Brewery & 

Kitchen 
Spectra Venue 

Management
The Sign Store

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

2021/2022 Annual Report



2022 NEWTOWN MACON 

NewTown Macon’s annual Tour of Progress takes place 
on Wednesday, October 19, 2022, from 4pm to 7pm. Use 
this map to take a self-guided tour of the projects and 
businesses that are propelling downtown forward. Each 
stop will have a decal with a QR code you can scan with 
your smartphone’s camera. The QR code will direct you to 
more information about the featured project or business. 
Businesses that are open and projects that are available to 

tour are indicated on the tour map. Staff and volunteers 
stationed along the tour route can answer questions and 
provide assistance. 

After completing the tour, please join us in Cotton Avenue 
Plaza for a reception and the Partners in Progress Awards! 
The awards ceremony begins at 7pm. 
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OPEN BUSINESSES
The following businesses are open during the Tour. You are welcome to step inside and say hi to the business 

owners. Please be respectful of paying customers and the daily operations of the businesses.   

Billingslea Commons  
823 Forsyth St

H&H Mural   
807 Forsyth St

830 High  
830 High St

DT Walton  
Housing Complex 

Macon Rocks Climbing Gym 
527 D T Walton Sr Way

Sixth Ave 
482 1st St

Pearl Passionate Cuisine & 
Cocktails  
470 1st St

Macon City Auditorium  
415 1st St

Otis Redding Center for the Arts 
436 Cotton Ave

Hotel Forty Five 
401 Cotton Ave

Lilac Lash Lounge 
373 Cotton Ave

Anna Bella Riches 
321 Cotton Ave

Washington Lofts  
588 Mulberry St

The Woodward Hotel/Quill 
350 2nd St

Cotton Avenue Plaza 
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830 High
Macon Rocks  
Climbing Gym 

Sixth Avenue 
Pearl Passionate Cuisine & 

Cocktails

The Woodward/Quill 

AVAILABLE TO TOUR!  
Woodward Hotel   

Macon City Auditorium

INSTAGRAM WORTHY PHOTO OPPS!
Be sure to use #downtownmacon anytime 

you post about your downtown experience!
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DOWNTOWN
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

ART  
GALLERIES

BARS, 
THEATERS, & 

VENUES

EVENTS 
HELD IN 

DOWNTOWN

RESTAURANTSEVENT 
ATTENDANCE

RETAILERS & 
BOUTIQUES
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