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Downtown Macon lost one of its greatest champions this 
past November. Josh Rogers was more than NewTown 
Macon’s President & CEO –he was the driving force 

behind downtown’s transformation and the embodiment of our 
vision: a city led by locals that’s booming and real.

As an extraordinary leader, Josh built an extraordinary team. 
This team, under the exceptional leadership of James Fritze, has 
maintained the momentum achieved by NewTown under Josh’s 
leadership. NewTown is continuing to lead our community in 
building a thriving residential core, filling storefronts with locally 
owned businesses, hosting nationally recognized events, and 
creating a model for revitalization that cities across the country 
now study. This work has culminated in Macon winning the Great 
American Main Street Award in 2024.

In the past nine months, we honored Josh best by continuing 
the work he loved. We grew NewTown’s assets by $3.8 million, 
strengthening our ability to invest in the future. Loft occupancy 
remained above 88%, proof that downtown living is in high demand. 
Our lending program reached sustainability a full year ahead of 
schedule, and Black-owned businesses now make up 30% of downtown 
storefronts –a milestone unimaginable just a few years ago. More than 
1.5 million people attended downtown events, bringing energy and life 
to our streets and dollars into our storefronts.

Josh believed revitalization was never just about buildings –it was about 
people and our ability to work together to achieve shared goals. His 
absence is deeply felt, but his influence is everywhere: in the diversity 
of our entrepreneurs, in the pride of our residents, and in the spirit of 
collaboration that drives our success.

We will keep the fire he lit burning for decades to come. With your 
continued engagement, investment, and support, downtown Macon’s 
best days are ahead.

WILLIAM D. 
UNDERWOOD
Chair of the Board of Directors 
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In 1996, to breathe new life into a dying downtown, 
NewTown Macon began buying and restoring decaying 
buildings. Beyond the bricks and mortar, they needed 

people – entrepreneurs, customers and residents.  

By 2014, NewTown helped finance the Dannenberg Lofts 
renovation, the catalyst that lured tenants and birthed the 
now flourishing and profitable commercial lending program. 

As Central Georgia’s first Community Development 
Financial Institution (CDFI), NewTown leverages federal 
grants and partnerships with local banks to financially boost 
businesses that create jobs in target census tracts.

Bethany Rogers came on board in 2016 to lead NewTown’s 
fledgling real estate and small business loan programs.

“People were excited by the prospect of living downtown 
and being in these beautiful apartments. But at that point, 
there weren’t a lot of businesses in the storefronts yet. 
They just weren’t really taking root,” Rogers said. 

Bruce Riggins’ family has decades of deep roots in 
downtown. The owner of Churchills on Cherry grew up 
fetching food for folks at his dad’s barbershop – a business 
that blossomed into Beautyland Style Shop and a  
moving company.

“My father was always part 
of downtown’s fabric, so 
I’ve always wanted to do 
something downtown,” 
Riggins said. 

Receiving a loan through 
NewTown helped Riggins 
and his son, Nick, survive 
Churchills’ renovation 
delays in the early days of 
COVID-19.

“There was a lot of blood, sweat and tears on that one,” 
Rogers said about Churchills on Cherry.

Another aspiring entrepreneur, certified registered nurse 
anesthetist Tonya Millions-Fitch, desired to leave corporate 
medicine to open her own wellness spa and clinic. 

“I had this idea in my head, ‘My credit is really good. I can 
just go to the bank and get a loan, and they'll give it to me.’ 
But it doesn't work that way,” Millions-Fitch said.

NewTown is a private lender, which its Vice President for 
Community Development Lauren Marshall said gives it more 
flexibility than traditional banks and financial institutions.

NEWTOWN MACON 

LENDS ITSELF TO 

FUTURE SUCCESS By Liz Fabian

 
 
 

 

Tonya Millions-Fitch,  
ASTRE Wellness

Lonzo Hennessy of  
Upper Echelon WRLD
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“They’re regulated. And they’re going to be 
very specific on what they can and can’t lend 
to. So for them, they’re not going to lend to 
anybody, to any business that doesn’t have at 
least two years of financial history,” Marshall 
said.  

Millions-Fitch did not. She lost $10,000 
in earnest money when she couldn’t get 
financing for a prospective building. She 
discovered NewTown specialized in startup 
loans and supported her through the process 
as she enrolled in the Developer’s Academy 
and the Entrepreneur’s Academy. 

“I will never lose that much money again, and 
I never want to get involved in something 
that I didn’t know the ins-and-outs of,”  
she said. 

NewTown founding board member Bob 
Hatcher credits staff with resurrecting 
downtown by preparing business owners to 
succeed and repay money that can now fund 
businesses beyond the urban core.

“NewTown has been successful in filling 
storefronts in downtown, but we've married 
that with our commercial lending function 
which tends to lend much larger loans on real 
estate,” Hatcher said.

Millions-Fitch’s early success with ASTRE 
Wellness led to a loan to more than 
quadruple her space, converting a renting 
entrepreneur to a property owner.

“I wouldn’t be here without NewTown,” she 
said. “The impact they’re having on people 

LOANS FOR LOCALS
Interested in starting a business, or growing 
your existing one? NewTown Macon is here 
to support your vision. Thanks to the support 
of our generous donors and partnerships with 
traditional financial institutions, NewTown 
provides coaching, training, and loans to 
support Maconites along their entrepreneurial 
journey. Visit newtownmacon.com/loans to learn 
more and get connected.
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29
Business 

Loans Closed

$1.7M
Total Business 
Loan Volume

26
Real Estate 

Loans Closed

$14M
Total Real 

Estate Loan 
Volume

55
Loans Closed

$15.7M
Total Loan
 Volume
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Tonya Millions-Fitch, ASTRE Wellness

Nick Riggins, Churchills on Cherry

like me, people who look like me… what they’re 
doing is amazing. They’re giving people a chance, 
not just a chance, but they are empowering us. 
They are educating us so that we can have an even 
playing field.”

Marshall sees the loan program sustaining and 
growing NewTown’s mission. Now in its fourth 
year of operation, NewTown’s CDFI is self-
sufficient, meaning it’s earning a profit that will 
allow NewTown to invest in more businesses and 
projects. 

“There's no floor, or there's no ceiling to that 
limit and that potential of where the CDFI can 
go, and the capital it can lend throughout the 
community.” 
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As we celebrate the achievements and the milestones of 
the year, we acknowledge that the defining moment 
of the year was the loss of our friend and leader, Josh 

Rogers. On Sunday, November 24, 2024, NewTown and 
Macon lost a young giant, a giant in mind, a giant in passion 
for the work and the impact of NewTown, a giant in his 
unflagging devotion to achieving a better future for Macon. 
Josh truly believed that the way things are is not the way 
things have to be. He helped us gain the confidence that we 
can find a better way. We can build a better tomorrow. 

       For more than a decade, Josh’s presence and his voice, his 
vision and his determination coursed through the plans and 
the actions of NewTown. He, along with his colleagues as 
well as NewTown’s effective Board, created an indefatigable 
spirit of reimagining and reclaiming Macon’s downtown. 

Josh Rogers entered this arena of change as a master 
collaborator. He abhorred the idea that he should be given 
credit for a decade of transformative progress in our inner 
city. Even so, today, as we walk the streets of downtown 
Macon, over and over again, we are reminded of his creative 
mind, his resilient leadership, and his singular capacity to 
inspire new dreams. Without respect to race or gender or 
social status, he encouraged and offered people the tools 
to exercise their talent, to refine their ideas, and to launch 
new endeavors, while providing professional guidance to help 
them succeed.  

The reformation of downtown was soul work for Josh.  
He loved Macon. He believed in its future and corralled 
hundreds of people to invest themselves and their ideas and 
their labors here. He helped them to become instruments for 
creating a new era of progress for the City’s central business 
and entertainment district.  

The result is that, during Josh’s years of leading NewTown, 
the change in the inner city is almost breathtaking. The 
City is experiencing an avalanche of change for which he 
would always credit the Staff and the Board, the dynamic 

and energetic leadership of Macon’s Mayor and local 
government, the Peyton Anderson Foundation and the 
Entrepreneurs who joined him in reconceiving and building 
a new future for our City. From launching the Developer’s 
Academy, to making dramatic increases in the occupancy of 
downtown storefronts, to bringing more than $600 million 
in private and public investment, to successfully completing 
the challenging effort of creating a Business Improvement 
District, to creating Central Georgia’s first and only 
Community Development Financial Institution, which this 
year has already become financially self-sustaining, to helping 
Macon become recognized nationally by receiving the highest 
award from Main Street America as the number one city in 
America for downtown revitalization.

     

A TRIBUTE TO 

JOSH ROGERS 
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By Dr. R. Kirby Godsey 
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The stark reality of the death of Josh Rogers has been 
difficult to confront. His death left us bewildered by such an 
unexpected and tragic loss. Countless citizens of our great 
City mourned his premature death. We all knew he had so 
much more to imagine, so much more to inspire, so much 
more to achieve. For a moment, it seemed that NewTown 
had almost become synonymous with his leadership. But in 
the wake of his powerful presence and his tragic absence, 
we also know that his death will not be his final legacy.  
Every future achievement of NewTown will bear the imprint 
of his influence and the history of Macon is certain to 
regard him as one of the City’s legendary leaders.  

Beyond his leadership in helping us cast a new future for 
our City, he leaves the love of his life, Meaghan Slonaker 
Rogers and his two bright and beautiful children, Jack and 

Ellie, who may become his most important gift 
to the world. Meaghan and Jack and Ellie know 
that, while Josh was so close to the heartbeat of 
Macon’s progress, his love and passion as husband 
and father were the center of gravity for his life. 
In this report, we are pleased to announce that 
multitudes of the citizens of Macon along with the 
Board of NewTown came together to create an 
educational fund for Jack and Ellie, now exceeding 
$200,000.

As NewTown moves forward, never forgetting 
the power of his presence, one of his signal 
legacies will remain that this inspiring leader, 
in his own wisdom, crafted a collegial working 
culture, fostering independence, self-reliance, and 
individual responsibility among his colleagues. 
This prescient legacy assures that the future of 
NewTown will not be defined by his absence, but 
by his foresight in shaping a cadre of professional 
partners, whose intelligence and devotion to 
NewTown’s mission means that, even though our 
hearts were broken, the good and effective work 
of NewTown will not be diminished or deferred.  
With no loss of momentum under the leadership 
of James Fritze, it is already clear that NewTown 
will continue to be an instrument for making new 
dreams come true.    

So, we close this annual report with a deep 
sense of gratitude for Josh and his family. The 
imprint of his generous way, his capacity to 
inspire, his devotion to making a difference, and 
his commitment to creating a better future for 
our entire City will be present in every future 
achievement of NewTown. Josh Rogers made 
NewTown better. The trajectory of Downtown’s 
future has been bent toward greater progress by 
the gift of his presence. With this abiding sense 
of gratitude, we dedicate this Annual Report to 
the legacy of our friend and gifted leader, Joshua 
Michael Rogers. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Dr. R. Kirby Godsey
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Thank You for Supporting the Jack and Ellie Fund
In the wake of Josh Rogers’ passing, the NewTown Macon Board of Directors launched 
the Jack and Ellie Rogers Educational Fund to ensure Josh’s children are supported in 
their educational journeys. Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of our community and 
the contributions of 487 donors, the fund has grown to more than $200,000. This 
outpouring of support is a powerful testament to Josh’s impact and the enduring commitment 
of Maconites to care for one another. We extend our deepest gratitude to every donor who 
honored Josh’s legacy through this meaningful investment in his children’s future.
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The Ocmulgee Heritage Trail has always been more than 
a path along the river –it’s a way to connect people, 
neighborhoods, and history. The next chapter in this 

vision is the Rose Hill Trail 
Extension, a project that 
will create one of the most 
meaningful links in the entire 
trail system.

This new section will connect 
the Riverside Cemetery trail 
to the access point under the 
Spring Street Bridge, opening 
a continuous route from 
downtown Macon all the way 
to the Ocmulgee Mounds 
National Historical Park. For 
trail users, that means the 
ability to walk or bike from 
the heart of the city, through 
two historic cemeteries, 
and directly to one of the 
most sacred and culturally 
significant landscapes in the region.

Beyond its role as a connector, the Rose Hill Extension unlocks 
access to areas of the cemetery not seen in decades. Historic 
carriage paths, once the primary routes through Rose Hill, 
will be restored as walking and biking trails, guiding visitors 
past hillside crypts and significant gravesites. What was once 
hidden will now be accessible, inviting residents and visitors to 
experience the layers of Macon’s history in a new way.

The timing of the project aligns with Mercer University School 
of Medicine’s planned development just south of Rose Hill. 
Together, these investments strengthen connections between 
campus, neighborhoods, and downtown while enhancing 
walkability and creating a healthier, more vibrant urban 
environment.

Thanks to a Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Grant and strong 

public-private partnerships, engineering plans are underway. As 
with every mile of the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail, this extension 
is possible because of the dedication of volunteers, donors, 

and civic leaders who believe 
in connecting Macon through 
its most valuable asset: the 
Ocmulgee River.

When complete, the Rose Hill 
Extension won’t just be another 
trail section –it will be a living 
link between past and present, 
between history and progress, 
and between people and place. 
It is the next step toward a 
continuous, connected trail 
system that tells Macon’s 
story while creating new 
opportunities for recreation, 
reflection, and community 
connection. 

BUILDING CONNECTIONS: 
THE ROSE HILL TRAIL EXTENSION

Support the Trail Today!
Now is the time to invest. With your support, we can 

unlock the historic carriage paths of Rose Hill, create 

a continuous path to the Ocmulgee Mounds, and give 

Maconites and visitors alike more ways to connect with 

our river and our story.

Together, we can ensure the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail 

remains one of the most treasured assets in Middle 

Georgia—historic, scenic, and accessible for all. Make 

your gift today and help pave the way for the Rose Hill 

Extension: newtownmacon.com/donate. 
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It is hard to imagine now, with the bustling streets and 
difficulty finding a close parking spot for brunch, but 
Downtown Macon used to virtually be a ghost town. A 

few bars, some stores, and a few restaurants sprinkled the 
streets with regular patronage, but oftentimes the phrase 
“there’s nothing to do here” could be heard around town. 
Change was imperative, and at the head of that change was 
NewTown Macon. NewTown’s aggressive forward thinking 
and growth mindset took Downtown Macon into a new 
realm with a simple belief –Macon is worth the hype.

NewTown Macon, on the surface, offers financial assistance, 
but goes deeper than any bank or traditional institution. 
Scott Mitchell, owner of Sweet Eleanor’s and the Bohemian 
Den was looking for a small loan to open his first business 
and was denied by three banks. He turned to NewTown 
and discovered “a one stop shop. If you want to know 
anything about running a business, you go to them. They 
use intentionality as their superpower.” The Social Duck 

owner, Dr. Kris Ellis, treats “each business as a separate 
entity, like your children. Just like each child’s needs 
are different, each business needs unique support and 
resources. NewTown can guide you through it all with their 
commitment to mentorship.” 

The process of owning a business, the bleak landscape of 
the downtown scene, and the need for capital were major 
concerns for possible entrepreneurs in the past. Kaitlynn 
Kressin, owner of Fall Line Brewing Co. and Just Tap’d, “did 
not start out thinking I would own anything, but NewTown 
definitely instills a level of confidence I would not have 
otherwise. And when I am not confident, they are my 
first call. That goes from opening a business to staffing to 
anything else I am unsure of. They have such good people.” 
NewTown recently provided a loan to Fall Line that allowed 
them to expand their parking lot which provides downtown 
Macon with access to more parking that is safe and also 
aesthetically pleasing. Even after many owners have used 

MACON –WORTH 
THE HYPE By Kelley Dixson 

Scott Mitchell in Sweet Eleanor’s
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loans to open, NewTown stays involved to facilitate long-term 
success.

Downtown’s roots are sprawling in all directions, and the 
evidence is blossoming everywhere. Macon’s potential and 
NewTown’s plan of utilizing vacant and deteriorating historic 
buildings are visible in the multiple grand openings seen even 
in the past six months. Ryan Sanders had been developing 
real estate in South Georgia and just driving through Macon 
noticed the “green shoots –signs of life. You can tangibly see 
Macon making progress and that is all thanks to NewTown. The 
growth just attracts more growth!” Tenants living in the newly 
renovated Washington Lofts, owned by Sanders, need only a 
short walk to enjoy a beautiful brand-new restaurant, The Flying 
Biscuit, in their same building. 

The length of NewTown’s reach is not just seen in the many 
businesses entrepreneurs have been able to successfully open 
and run, it is also evident in the community impact. Scott 
Mitchell is able to use his businesses’ exteriors “to send 
messages of love and inclusivity and even bravery. To be able 
to offer another safe space to connect people is important. 
NewTown helps us give back so we are able to support the next 
generation.” 

Entrepreneurs downtown are thriving in business, but they take 
care of each other and the community. NewTown’s impact has 
been at the heart of this progress, not only providing financial 
and marketing support, but also person-to-person guidance, 
stress relief, and “making people’s dreams come true,” say 
Kressin, Mitchell, and Ellis. “They have built an ecosystem here 
that sustains itself,” Sanders says.

Nate and Kaitlynn Kressin in their parking lot at Fall Line Brewing Co.

Dr. Kris Ellis in Social Duck

Ryan Sanders at the future 7th Street Lofts

Ready to take your business or 
project to the next level? 

NewTown Macon has a suite of academies to teach you the 
ins and outs of starting or growing a business, investing 
in real estate, or marketing your business or project. 
Participants gain relevant skills and apply them to a real-life 
final project throughout each course. To learn more about 
our academies, visit newtownmacon.com. 

 
 

 
  

Scott Mitchell, The Bohemian Den & Sweet Eleanor’s
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MAP XL: A BOLD NEXT 
STEP FOR MACON’S 
URBAN CORE By Julia Morrison
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7
Art Galleries

40
Retailers

55
Restaurants

28
Entertainment 
Venues/Bars

When the original Macon Action Plan (MAP) 
was released in 2015, it provided a strategic, 
community-driven vision for revitalizing 
Downtown Macon. The plan became a blueprint 
for progress. It guided public and private 
investment, informed policy decisions, and 
catalyzed partnerships and people. In the years 
since, Downtown Macon has experienced a 
renaissance: more residents, more businesses, 
more activity, and more pride.

Now, nearly a decade later, the plan has grown 
alongside Macon. Enter MAP XL, the bold, 
expanded version of the original action plan, 
released in the fall of 2024. The “XL” signals 
more than just “extra-large.” It represents a 
broader geographic scope, deeper community 
engagement, and a longer-term vision for 
building a resilient and vibrant urban core that 
benefits all residents.

WHAT’S NEW IN THIS 
VERSION OF THE PLAN?
Strengthening and diversifying the urban core 

is still key, but MAP XL extends beyond the 
traditional boundaries of Downtown Macon 
to include key surrounding neighborhoods: 
Pleasant Hill, Tindall Heights, Napier Heights, 
and East Macon all play a role. 

These historically rich areas have long shaped 
Macon’s culture and identity but haven’t always 
benefited from the same level of investment. 
MAP XL recognizes that downtown’s 
success is intertwined with the wellbeing of 
adjacent communities, and seeks to better 
connect, uplift, and integrate them into 
future development with ideas like branded 
neighborhood pathways.

Another key term for MAP XL is management 
–as in, taking the growth Macon has 
experienced and learning to guide it. Efforts 
like coordinating nightlife safety and preparing 
hotel rooms for an influx of visitors after the 
Ocmulgee Mounds becomes a National Park 
ensure downtown is ready to meet change 
head-on.

Finally, MAP XL means big ideas, as in scale. 
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What if Macon built a pedestrian-only bridge over the 
Ocmulgee River? What if we closed off the end of Cherry 
Street into a pedestrian plaza for festivals and special 
events? What if a big, free public playground popped 
up on Third Street? The sky is the limit for Macon’s 
improvement.

Developed by Philadelphia-based Interface Studio 
and overseen locally by the Urban Development 
Authority (UDA), the plan is rooted in public input and 
implementation. More than 325 people participated 
in surveys and meetings, and a 40-member steering 
committee included business owners, nonprofit leaders, 
and elected officials. 

MAP XL IS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE OVERARCHING GOALS:
	 Strengthen Neighborhoods with a Range of 		
	 Housing Options

	 Support, Strengthen, and Diversify Local 			
	 Businesses

	 Offer an Exceptional Urban Core Experience

	 Prepare for Tourism Growth

	 Connect Destinations

Each goal includes strategies such as encouraging small-
scale housing, supporting locally-owned businesses, 
improving access to family programming, and creating a 
“welcoming loop” for visitors.

FROM PLANNING TO IMPACT
“If you don’t plan for things, they’re not going to happen,” 
noted Mayor Lester Miller shortly after its release. At its 
heart, MAP XL is not just about buildings or streetscapes. 
The plan calls for growth that benefits long-term residents 
and ensures opportunities are shared across racial and 
economic lines. This is especially important in Macon, 
where many neighborhoods still carry the scars of 
disinvestment.

“It comes directly from the people in our community who 
show up to these meetings,” Miller said. By prioritizing 

neighborhood-led development and repairing past harms, 
MAP XL aims to undo some of this legacy and build trust 
through accountability.

It also emphasizes resilience, both economic and 
environmental. Whether preparing for extreme weather, 
supporting entrepreneurs, or reimagining community 
assets, the plan equips Macon to adapt and thrive. Miller 
believes that public-private partnerships have been key to 
the viability of major projects. Multiple funding streams, 
creative financing, and collaboration across institutions 
have already been helping to put the plan in place.

As UDA Executive Director Alex Morrison puts it: “Macon 
has already been put on the map. We have more attention 
and visitors focused on our downtown core than ever. This 
plan offers input on sustaining that success and imagining 
bigger. With a possible eye on becoming America’s next 
National Park at the Ocmulgee Mounds, our community 
needs to be prepared to meet extra-large boosts in growth 
head-on and keep our character while being open to new 
ideas.”

MAP XL is a living document, meant to be implemented, 
revisited, and refined over time. It will take coordinated 
effort across public agencies, nonprofits, developers, 
neighborhood leaders, and residents. Already, projects 
aligned with MAP XL are underway, from affordable 
housing to improved parks and public spaces.

The next phase of Macon’s growth should be one that 
benefits everyone, and MAP XL provides a clear path to 
get there. “We must focus on being authentically Macon,” 
the plan states. Morrison believes that requires the same 
collective action that created it: “The people plan it, the 
people do it, and the people will be better for it.” 

 
 

  

Alex Morrison, Executive Director of 

the Urban Development Authority

Alex Morrison at Rosa Parks Square renovation site 
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Robins Financial Credit Union is helping reshape 
downtown Macon’s skyline with its first commercial loan 
investment in the heart of the city. By financing Neel’s 
Lofts, a transformative new construction project, Robins 
Financial is enabling the addition of 95 residential units to 
downtown’s growing housing market. This development 
marks one of the largest infusions of new housing in a 
decade and represents a pivotal step in meeting the rising 
demand for downtown living, where occupancy rates 
remain at record highs.

Housing is the foundation of downtown revitalization, 
and Robins Financial’s investment ensures that more 
residents can live within walking distance of downtown’s 
400+ locally owned businesses. By supporting this catalytic 
project, Robins Financial is accelerating the growth of 
Macon’s urban core and fueling the economic ripple effect 
that comes when more people call downtown home.

In addition to its transformative role as a lender, Robins 
Financial continues to strengthen Macon’s cultural and 
community identity through sponsorships of signature 
events. As the presenting sponsor of First Friday, Robins 
Financial helps draw thousands each month to shop, dine, 
and explore. Their early support of the Macon Christmas 
Light Extravaganza helped establish one of Middle 
Georgia’s most popular seasonal attractions, which now 
draws visitors from across the region and boosts holiday 
spending downtown, just steps outside the door of Neel’s 
Lofts.

Robins Financial’s dual role –investing in large-scale 
development while supporting cultural traditions  
–demonstrates the power of strategic partnerships in 
building both the economic and cultural foundation of a 
thriving downtown, positioning Macon’s urban core as one 
of the greatest downtown experiences in the nation.  

ROBINS FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION 
INVESTS IN DOWNTOWN’S FUTURE

43%

INCOME SOURCES NET ASSETS

Contributions
Investment Income 
Membership Dues
Rental Income & LLC Investments
Donated Services 
Financing Revenue 
Other

Creating Sense of Place
Growing Jobs & Increasing Residents
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail
Support Services 
CDFI
Financing Expenses

Unrestricted
Temporarily Restricted
Permanently Restricted

TOTAL: $6,817,987 TOTAL: $5,186,863 TOTAL: $47,521,024

RESOURCE ALLOCATION

45.1%

1.8%

20.6%

6.7%

1.7%

8.4%

15.7% 18.7%

12.7%

26.6%

19.5%

3.3%

19.2%

80.8%

19.2%
6.5%
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2022-2027 STRATEGIC PLAN REPORT CARD
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Secure capital to fuel lending programs GOAL: $15,000,000STATUS: $20,349,739
OVER GOAL: $5,349,739

Secure the resources NewTown needs to 
complete the strategic plan

GOAL: $15,000,000STATUS: $15,078,780
OVER GOAL: $78,780

Expand NewTown’s investment property 
portfolio

GOAL: 100STATUS: 66 units

LEFT TO GOAL: 34

Provide capital for local developers to seize 
market opportunities

GOAL: $20,000,000STATUS: $19,190,808 loaned
LEFT TO GOAL: $809,192

Help renting entrepreneurs secure their 

future by purchasing property

GOAL: 20STATUS: 7 renters to owners
LEFT TO GOAL: 13

Supercharge locally-owned small  
business creation

GOAL: $2,500,000STATUS: $1,154,830 loaned

LEFT TO GOAL: $1,345,170

Reach full occupancy among the storefronts 
in the heart of downtown

GOAL: 90%STATUS: 86% storefront occupancy

LEFT TO GOAL: 4%

Create a racially integrated future for 

building and business ownership

GOAL: 53

GOAL: 30%

STATUS: 56 Black-owned businesses

STATUS:29.79% Black-owned businesses
LEFT TO GOAL: .21%

OVER GOAL: 3

Maintain downtown loft occupancy GOAL: 85%STATUS: 87.71% loft occupancy

OVER GOAL: 2.71%

Meet surging demand for more 
residential units

GOAL: 1516

GOAL: 1032

STATUS: 1064 urban core units

STATUS: 830 loft units

LEFT TO GOAL: 452

LEFT TO GOAL: 202

Share the Macon story and brand on a 
national scale

GOAL: 10STATUS: 67 national news stories
OVER GOAL: 57

Spark the growth of tourism as a major 
economic driver in downtown

GOAL: 200

GOAL: 2

STATUS: 10 new hotel rooms

STATUS: 1 new hotel

LEFT TO GOAL: 190

LEFT TO GOAL: 1



All-State Electrical
Anonymous Fund of the Community Foundation of 

Central GA 
Anonymous Donor
Georgia Pine Level Foundation

Macon-Bibb County Government
Peyton Anderson Foundation
Phil J. & Alice S. Sheridan Foundation
Truist Foundation

 GIFTS OF MORE THAN $50,000 

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS:  
Mike Young Photography, And So We Go Productions, Jessica Whitley Photography, Matt Odom, Leah Yetter

DESIGN BY ERICA NEUBAUER 
ericasneubauer.com    

555 Poplar Street | Macon, GA 31201 | 478-722-9909  
newtownmacon.com  |  ´ @newtownmacon

Annette Anderson

Candler Bennett

Mike Ford

Bill Fulger

James Fritze

Bryanna Hollis

Emily Hopkins

Erin Keller

Lauren Marshall

Kyle Massey

Haley Purvis

George Thomas, Jr.

Mark ThompsonSTAFF

 $10,000-$49,000 

Atrium Health Navicent
Bob Lewis
Cadence Bank
Cox Communications
Five Star Credit Union
Gateway 75 LLC
Georgia Power
James Hyde Porter 

Charitable Trust
Macon Water Authority
Macon Water Authority 

Environmental Education 
Inc.

Northway Church of Macon
Robins Financial Credit 

Union
Sheridan Construction
Southern Company Gas
Truist Bank
Truist Financial Corporation
Vein Specialists of the 

South, LLC
Visit Macon, Inc.

 $1,000-$9,999 

1772 Foundation, Inc.
A Master Move Pro, Inc.
Bibb Home Improvement
Brew Found, Inc.
Butler Automotive Group, 

Inc
C Douglas Barnes II, Realtor
Community Foundation of 

Central GA
GHC Mechanical, Inc.
Good Boy Goodies

Iconic Crane & Rigging
James-Bates-Brannan-

Groover, LLP
Jolie Rowland
Kea Family Fund of the 

Community Foundation of 
Central GA

LLF Holdings, LLC
Lynn and Alan Neal 

Foundation Fund of the 
Community Foundation of 
Central GA

Matthew 25:40 Fund of the 
Community Foundation of 
Central GA

Middle Georgia State 
University

Raffield Tire Master
Rivoli Realty
Sierra Development Group
Solomon, Deaton & Buice 

Insurance, LLC
Stephen A. Reichert 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Central GA

Stroud and Company
The Park Group
Virgil Adams
Wilson Wealth Stewardship 

Inc.

 $500-$999 

April Hornsby
Booz Allen Hamilton of 

the Benevity Community 
Impact Fund

Cynthia & John McSherry

James & Denise Fritze
Spyros Dermatas

 $1-$499 

Annette & Lars Anderson
Bill Fulger
Clay Hamrick
Dennis Rawls
Elnora Fluellen
Lauren & Mac Marshall
Lauren Good
Macon Bar Services, LLC
Nancy & Mike Ford
Rebecca Kersey
Ric Geyer
Ricardo Cordew
Stephen Adams
Tavia Henderson
Tom Baird

 IN-KIND DONATIONS 

13WMAZ
Blacksmith Shop
Cumulus
Fall Line Brewing Co.
Herc Rentals
Lowe’s
Macon Magazine
Macon-Middle Georgia 

Black Pages
Piedmont Brewery & 

Kitchen
The Sign Store

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS


